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Retire with More.

Part 1 of 3.

A guide for over 50s to accelerate your wealth
and have more of what you want in retirement.



My name is Craig Meathrel, founding director of Strategiq
Wealth. Our speciality is helping individuals and couples
over 50 retire with more. Often clients come to me 
 concerned that they are not building wealth fast enough.
Alternatively, despite having relative financial security,
they are worried that they are not optimising their money
effectively. They want to build an even better lifestyle or
potentially leave a legacy for future generations. 
Most are looking for smarter ways to use their cash flow
and assets, to make more money, and set themselves up
for the retirement they always hoped for.

Many over 50s have been working hard for years, 
 earning good incomes, but are frustrated at not being
where they thought they would be financially. These
people feel that they should be further ahead; their super
is too low and their debt is too high.

I get their money sorted so they no longer have
confusion around which decisions would best suit them
and do not have to worry about making the wrong
decisions themselves. I design rigorous financial
strategies that have been tried and tested to give clients
the clarity, confidence, and certainty that they will get the
future they want.

Importantly, I am a truly independent financial adviser
and therefore recognised as a client-centred financial
adviser. Operating without the conflicts of interest that
most financial advisers are influenced by, I am solely
working to better the financial interests of the clients of
Strategiq Wealth. 

This was recognised when I was awarded associate
member status of the Profession of Independent
Financial Advisers (PIFA). PIFA is Australia’s peak
professional body that has so far only granted
membership to less than 100 financial planners
nationwide. 

Strategiq Wealth is not aligned to any financial institution,
does not accept commissions from product providers,
and only charges transparent flat fees. Clients of
Strategiq Wealth are so relieved to find someone they
can trust that works solely for them.

As a result, clients of Strategiq Wealth have more choices
in retirement due to advice that is designed to advance
their wealth so they can enjoy the best years of their lives.

This short guide will start to show you how to get
on the path to retiring with more.
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Life is not a rehearsal. You only get one shot at achieving the retirement you want.

Not planning to Retire with More can have significant consequences. Most people will
spend at least 20 years in retirement and that is a long time not having the life you
deserve after years of hard work. 

The Retire with More Framework has 3 pillars and consists of 9 retirement
accelerators. 

This guide focuses on Pillar One - Map Out Your Strategic Plan. 

It is the foundation on which other pillars are built and is essential to ensuring you do
not work longer than you have to, retire with less, and avoid making the wrong choices
that might leave you worse off.

When you are over 50, there is no time to waste. 

NOW is the time to get serious and set yourself up for a great future. 

MAKE IT HAPPEN.
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The 9 Retirement Accelerators.

More.

Map Out Your Strategic Plan.

Understand 
your current
position

PILLAR ONE 

Get clear 
on your goals

Develop
your strategy
options

Grow Your Wealth.

Identify
investment
opportunties

PILLAR TWO

Maximise 
tax advantages

Structure
super, investments
& debt

Secure The Future.

Safeguard 
family, assets &
income.

PILLAR THREE 

Leave
a lasting legacy

Measure,
optimise
& stay on track
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Why it is important?
You can not fix what you do not know is broken. When
clients come to see us for the first time, there is always a
circumstance where at least one or more aspects of their
financial life can be . We would not have found that out
without doing the research and calculations required to
do a proper evaluation. 

When you do not take the time to take a ‘critical eye’ to
what you are currently doing, you cannot determine if
there is a better way that would improve your future
financial position. It can also help identify any
inefficiencies, negative behaviours or beliefs that may be
impacting your financial success.

Is there surplus income available?
Are there any financial leaks or blockages?
What is the cost of running your household?
When are you going to be debt free at the current
rate?
What is your current net financial position?
How are your investments performing? 
How aggressive or conservative is your super and
investments?
What are the fees and charges on your super and
investments?
How much insurance do you have and how much are
you paying?

How much money is coming in and going out?

Why does it matter? 
Understanding your current position certainly seems like
a boring place to start planning for your retirement.
However, it is hard to know what you should be doing
differently if you do not know what position you are in
now and the consequences if nothing changes. Once you
have done this, you can truly plan what you need to do to
achieve the financial future that you want. 

It is critical that you should examine the following;

Understand your current position.

More.
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Something to Consider.
When clients of Strategiq Wealth engage our services, we
conduct all the initial investigations and contact all the
existing providers. It certainly helps to have experience to
know questions to ask and what to look for. It is
sometimes hard to understand the true fee structure of
investments.

Once we have all current information, we use our
Plutosoft Next-Generation Financial Planning Software to
undertake a lifetime assessment of where clients will be
at retirement using the current strategies they have in
place. This enables us to assess whether they are
currently on track to achieve their goals.

Being able to understand your goal achievability is very
valuable. If you are off-track, you can then make positive
changes to get back on track. If you are on-track, that
may provide an opportunity to alter your goals. For
example, you might be able to retire earlier than you
thought was possible or have more to spend in
retirement.
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Understand your current position.

More.

What to do.
You need to fully understand your current position. This
means at least being on top of your investments, super,
insurances and debt.

If you have debt, use one of the many calculators that
banks have on their website to determine when you’ll be
debt free. Super funds’ websites often have basic
calculators that enable you to estimate how much your
super fund will be worth at your desired retirement. 

One of the biggest factors in determining your current
financial future is calculating how much you are spending
on your lifestyle. The best source of truth is looking at
your actual spending over the last 12 months. Download
your bank account and credit card records and add it up.

Alternatively, you can work out your spending by using a
budgeting tool. Keep in mind that budgeting tools often
underestimate your spending as it is easy is miss little
expenses that add up over time and unexpected
expenses that seem to arise every single year. 

The Moneysmart website can help you with how to
budget. See https://moneysmart.gov.au/budgeting/how-
to-do-a-budget
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What’s the challenge?
Unfortunately, life is busy and goal setting is easily
dismissed as a ‘do it later’ task. You might feel you are
heading in the ‘rough’ direction of where you think you
want to go and mistake that for having set yourselves
goals. It is also easy to get distracted by what others are
doing and feel you should be targeting that too. Maybe
the media is telling you what amount of money you need
to have to achieve a comfortable retirement, however
that figure may have no connection to your own personal
lifestyle hopes.
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Be clear on your goals.

More.

Why does it matter? 
In the previous section we discussed the importance of
understanding your current position so you can assess
your goal achievability. It stands to reason that you can
only assess your ability to achieve your goals by knowing
what your goals are. 

Don’t be worried if you have yet to determine your goals.
Most people we meet for the first time have never
thought about or documented their future goals.
Documenting your goals will put you in rare company.

It has been said that “a goal without a timeline is just a
dream...” So make sure your retirement plans become
reality by taking them beyond the realm of dreams!
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“setting goals is the first step in
turning the invisible into the visible"

Tony Robbins



Examples of this could be: 
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Be clear on your goals.

More.

Where to start.
It is time to set some financial goals! And not just some
loose targets, goals should be SMART. 

SMART is an acronym that you can use to guide your goal
setting. To make sure your goals are clear and reachable.
Each one should be:

Specific                 
Measurable      
Achievable           
Relevant             
Time bound         

Take time for you (and your spouse/partner) to sit down
and think about your desires for the future. Start a
quality conversation about your money and finances, get
on the same page and create a list of all the things that
are important to you so that you can make priorities. Set
some time frames around these goals and do an honest
appraisal of your current likelihood of success. 
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Something to think about.
Motivational speaker Les Brown once said that “Your
goals are the road maps that guide you and show you
what is possible for the rest of your life”.

As a life-centred advisory firm, the financial
recommendations we provide our clients are centred on,
and based on, the ability of those strategies to help them
get closer to their desired goals. Goals are a compass, so
we know the direction to head. Not having goals is like
flying a plane and not knowing where you want to land. 

(simple, sensible, significant)
(meaningful, motivating)
(agreed, attainable, actionable) 
(reasonable, realistic and resourced)
(time-based, time/cost limited)

I want to retire at age 60 and be able to spend
$75,000 per annum.

I want to spend $15,000 every 3 years on an
overseas trip.

I want to free up $250,000 of capital by downsizing
and buying a smaller home at retirement at age 60.

I want to be debt free at age 55.



The challenge here. 
If you want to change the trajectory of where you are
heading, something needs to change. It goes without
saying that if nothing changes, then nothing changes.

To be honest, identifying potential changes can be a
challenge for many people as they typically don’t have the
experience and knowledge of a financial adviser. On top
of their qualifications, financial advisers spend at least 40
hours a year adding to their professional education and
skills to keep up to date with the range of financial
strategies that can be used to improve financial
circumstances.

It is therefore going to take some time and work to get
your knowledge up and be in a good position to make
your own decisions with confidence.
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Develop your strategy options.

More.

What does it mean?
Once you have reached this stage, you should already
have a good understanding of your current
circumstances, be clear on your SMART goals, and
identified the obstacles that are standing in your way.

When it comes to financial planning, there are a range of
financial strategies that can be applied to an array of
circumstances. Developing strategy options that suit you
means identifying those strategies that could be applied
to your circumstances and determining the affect that
each of those strategies might have on your ability to
achieve your goals.
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Prof Michael Porter

“Strategy is about making choices,
trade-offs; it's about deliberately
choosing to be different."



Did you know?
One of the main reasons that people come to us is they
are unsure on the right money strategy. 

Maybe they have saved plenty of money or they are
saving plenty of money but just do not know what the
next steps are. They are wondering whether they should
be upgrading their house, buying an investment
property, investing in shares, or may not even know
where to even start? 

They are asking things like; should we put money in the
super, should we just keep paying down debt or building
up the offset account. Quite often these people are really
worried about making costly mistakes or they simply do
not know where to start. 

If you are feeling unsure on the right strategy, maybe you
are confused by the number of options you have.
Perhaps you are even beginning to even second guess
yourself. Maybe it is time to get professional advice?
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Develop your strategy options.

More.

Focus on this.
Seek quality advice BEFORE you make important
decisions. An independent financial adviser can put
together a list of strategies that would be of benefit to
you. Potential areas where improvement strategies exist
include cashflow/income/spending, investing methods,
shares versus property, tax minimisation,
superannuation funds, super contributions, negative
gearing, and estate planning.

While many strategies can be applied regardless of
current cashflow, the cornerstone of improving your
financial position is understanding and controlling your
cashflow. In accelerator 1, we identified the need to know
your current spending. Knowing your current surplus
certainly provides a key input to how much money can be
applied to wealth creation strategies.
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The power of technology to provide clarity.
As professional and independent financial advisers, we have access to intelligent software that brings calculators and tools
together. This software helps us identify and determine the impact of all the strategy options we believe might be worthy
of consideration. Having modelled the clients’ current circumstances in Stage 1, we prepare multiple models using the
strategic and investment improvements available to us. This evidence makes it easy to determine what action a client
should take moving forward to improve their financial life. 
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Your next step.

More.

The next step is simple. Take action! 

Start implementing the Retire With More Framework.
 
So if you are feeling unsure on the right strategy, confused by the amount of options you
have, or perhaps you are even beginning to even second guess yourself, maybe it is time to
get professional advice.

If you want the clarity, confidence and certainty that comes with working with a professional
independent advice firm, we invite you to book a Retire with More Intro Call.

We will spend up to 20 minutes exploring your potential. We will get an overview of your
current circumstances and understand your biggest challenges and advice needs. We will
answer any questions you have and discuss how to work with clients to ensure they retire
with more.

I invite you to book your Retire with More Intro Call by clicking on the button below. 

Alternatively, you can call our office on 08 7070 8687, email me at craig@strategiqwealth.com.au
or go to www.strategiqwealth.com.au to find out more.

I look forward to helping you Retire with More.

Book a Retire with More Intro Call

mailto:craig@strategiqwealth.com.au
https://calendly.com/strategiqwealth/introcall
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Retire with More. 
Clarity. Confidence. Certainty. Security. Growth.
Direction. Simplicity. Wealth. Fun. Life. Joy. Freedom.
Peace of mind. Comfort. Adventure. Wisdom.
Knowledge. Sleep. Purpose. Time. Focus. Choices.
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This information is general in nature only and does not take into
account your personal objectives, financial situation or needs. You
should consider whether any information is appropriate to you before
acting on it. If we refer to a financial product you should obtain the
relevant product disclosure statement (PDS) and/or seek personal
financial advice before making any investment decisions.

Get in touch
e:  craig@strategiqwealth.com.au
t:  08 7070 8687
a:  Suite 12B, 198 Greenhill Road, Eastwood SA 5063
w: strategiqwealth.com.au

Craig Meathrel and Strategiq Wealth are Authorised
Representatives of Independent Financial Advisers
Australia AFSL 464629.

strategiqwealth.com.au



